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STUDENT SENATE
WALKOUT!
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STUDENT FORUMS
Every Tuesday & Thursday in June during Activity Hour
TUESDAY: A-111

THURSDAY: A-129

SPONSORED BY: STUDENTS RIGHTS CAUCUS
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Government History at UNI - the Facts
by Jay Cunnee n and Cathy Jones
On February 14, 1967 the Illinois Teachers
College Chicago-North Constitution was ratified
by the student body. The constitution was followed by the elected student govern ment officials
until elections on February 24, 1969 brought
Tony Wiszowaty and 13 new Senators to office.
The new Senate set ou t strongly under Wiszowaty's
leadership and it fun.ctioned for one trimester, but
members gradually withdrew. There was an All
College Conference which was run in part by the
StudentSenate in the fall trimester of 1969. At the
conclusion of this confere nce, student disatisfaction of the government brought in a clear majority
to suspend the constitution . Over 900 students voted for this suspension. This mea nt that Tony Wiszowaty was President of a non-existant body. He
remained such for about a month, and resigned,
naming Chuck Greenberg President.
·chuck Greenberg was elected by students in a
general e lection in February 1970. On February
12, 1970, President Green berg called a Student
Assembly to discuss the governmental situation.
At this meeting Gree nberg said, " At this time it is
necessary, though unfortu nate, t hat I must use the
powers of the President as stated in Article 3
S~ction 4 .of our present Constitution: To suspend
and remove frpm offi'ce all standing committees
until such a time as a new constitution is ratified."
At this meedng it was agreed to totally void the
old constitution.
During the next year, there were several other
student presidents elected by meeting, but never
a full student election .
In March , 1971, it was decided by Julie Ann
Hartnett, Chairwoman of an Election Committee
of the Union of Students to hold an at-large
election. It was decided to use the last constitution
adopted by the student body of February 1967
as guideline for this election. Th e reason for this
is also probabl y due to the fact that Dr. Howenstein never accepted the dissolution of the old
constitution and has further stated in recent
letters that any new government must be set up
according the constituti~n of 1967 in order that
a new body be considered " legal" by t he Administration. (Hence, recognized by the Board of
Governors).
·
With this in mind it was decided that the
Student Governme nt was to run under the guidelines of the 1967 Constitution until a new
document was drawn up.

It wasn't until February of 1972 that the
Constitutional Committee of the Student Government started wo rk on the new constitution.
This document was presented to the Studen t
Senate at the beginning of May for discussion.
A copy was also sent to President Sachs and Dr.
Howenstein.
At the Student Senate meeting of May 30th,
1972, a minority of Student Senators presented
a list of 12 demands to be passed by the
government. It was stated t hat if these demands
were not passed, the undersigned eight Senators.
would quit, effective the defeat of the motion.
The motion was defeated, and the Senators
walked out. These eight students fo rmed a body
called the Students Rights Caucus, and are cur-

rently preparing in conjunction. with students
at open meetings, a new form of govern ment.
Meetings between remaining Senate members and
the Students Rights Caucus are taking place as
both bodies hope to show that TRUE representation for the students on this campus CAN be
achieved. The Students Rights Caucus, however,
has firmly stated that it will not recind any
of the motions, nor will any of the members
return to the existing Student Government.
*************
Research for th is article was done thro ugh past
issues of the P"RI NT and the Interim. - The
authors.

Participants in the May 30th Student Senate meeting guest Barb Owens, Senators Dave Rogers, Ambrose Panico.

{I tor). Photo by Derm O'Connell.

ON BEING DUMAN
Students rights at Northeastern Illinois State
University is long ove rdue. This school, which has
moved from the ranks of College to University,
has serious problems. These problems have been
developing over the total ex istance of this institution . This institution is a micro-cosm of the total
National picture. I can see what National hate,
injustice and serious, but petty prejudice can do
to a community. The UNI Community is no exception to the National rule. Hate , injustice and
serious, but petty prejudice has become a functional part of the UNI life .
Someone might say th is is the talk of a nonfun ctional colored person, but I must differ with
those persons. Credentials · of participation in positive school function, I have. I am a black student
who respects himself and his peers. I am a Veteran
and my age is closer to thirty than it is to twentyone. Therefore I feel that I can speak with intelligent authority. I feel that if this school or any
school is to funct ion as a positive community of
educational tho ught, then it must divorce itself
of its racist and chauvanistic attitude.
When a situation occurs where people have the
chance to prove themselves as being humanistic
and sound in thought, institutional prejudice flares
up . I find on this campus community that there
is mistreatment of Women , -Blacks, Latins and all
people who don't function into that institutional
working life.
I mention this because there have been incidents
where students have practiced their Institutional
racism against other minority students. There also
have been . facu lty who have practiced the same

type of racism and these same instructors have
said and felt that minorities can achieve only subpar to white students, which is wrong.
I would like to state that there are some'people
in this institution who put humanism above institutionalism. I have seen some wh ites react as
humans and not as puppets of an institution.
Marty O'Gradney is such a person; an issue was
raised and this human reacted as a human . He felt
that there are hates, injustices and preju dice on
this campus and he put himself in a right frame
of reference to deal with (human) student rights.*
The Student Rights Caucus, as I would like to
call them, saw a situation and reacted to it. It is
now that students should react as humans and not
as puppets of an Institution . I would like for
people to look at themselves with the same idea
that an alcholic of A.A would - i.e., "I am an
alcholic, and I want to be helped." With this idea
iri mind a person who is raci st should say, "I am
racist and I want to be hel ped," and that person
will start on the come-back trail to be ing a human
being.
Lorenzo Clemons

*Editors note: It wasn't until the evening of
the Student Senate meeting of May 30th that Marty O'Gradney knew anything about the 12 demands proposed by the Students Rights Caucus.
Immediately after Jay Cunneen had read aloud the
proposal, Marty politely asked if he would be
allowed to sign the proposal also.

Student Senators at May 30th meeting discussing Caucus demands.
L to R: Mary O'Gradney, John Prezkota, Danny Kolb, Brian
Kilmnick, Edgard Rivera, Lorenzo Clemons, Cathy Jones. Ambrose
Panico seated, rear left.
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The W.a.lkout Dem.a.nd§
We the undersigned Student Senators move that:
1.

The Student Senate renounce itself as a racist body .

2.

Personal apology to the black and Latin and women stu dents be extended for the injustices done to them by the
Student Senate.

3.

Severe censure of the members of the Student Senate
that are guilty of overt racist action.

4.

The Student Senate establish a committee to report any
severe violation of any persons civil rights of the UNI Community to the Student Affairs Council for possible suspension or expulsion of the offender.

5.

The Student Senate adopt the procedure of Cumulative
voting for the next elections, and the adoption of this
procedure in the new Student Senate Constitution.

6.

The total elimination of any stipend given to any member
of the Student Senate for offices held, effective immediately.

7.

An ad hoc committee impartial of the Student Senate,
appointed by the Commuter Center Board of Managers
to investigate the Football Club's spending over the last
two years, and the proposed budget for 1972. Members
of the faculty and administration that are impartial to the
football club should also serve on this committee.

8.

The same type of c.ommittee (or the same committee, if
impartial to the football club should also serve on this
impartial to the Student Senate) to investigate Studen t
Senate election, effective immediately.

9.

The duty of the Student Senate to keep the Student Senate
office open to the students during the day.

10.

The replacement of vacancies in the Student Senate by the
procedure of moving the next highest vote getter in the
last Student Senate election, effective immediately.

11.

The Student Senate has proven itself not to be an impartial
body · in its appointing of Student Fees and Allocations
Committee members. Therefore we call for an at-large
election to fill the positions that members of the Student
Senate now hold (excepting the Treasurer) within thirty
(30) days of this document's passage.

12.

The President of the Senate must accept all nominations
from the floor of the Student Senate when appointing
vacancies to committees.

We feel that the 12 demands listed above are of supreme importance and must be passed as a block if the Student Senate is to
function as a representative body of the UNI Community. There is
no room for compromise when dealing with Student rights.
If these demands are not passed at the Student Senate meeting
of May 30, 1972 by the Student Senate they give us no recourse but
to cease any affiliation with them, effective the defeat of this motion .
It is in t he best interests of the UNI Community for us to voice
these inequities and declare the Student Senate an unrepresentative
body.
We apologize to the Community for not bringing this to the fore
at an earlier ti me, and assure the Student body that our resignation
does not mean an end to our effort to bring true representation
to all people involved with the Community. We shall continue in
active pursuit of our goals until they are realized.
Respectfully,
Lorenzo Clemons
James Cunneen
Denise Johnson
Catherine Jones
Daniel Kolb
Marty O'Gradney
Edgard Rivera
Hector Rosario

The Reasons Behind the Demands
Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4: The article on Racism at UNI
in the June 2nd issue of the PRINT citing actions
taken by some of the Senate members as well as
other students on this campus against minority
groups should make the necessity for these motions obvious.
No. 5: Cumulative voting is a means of ballot
by which a voter can cast any number of the
votes alloted them for any candidate(s) of her/his
choice. This is a protection to eliminate two
major problems - 1. Power groups (of which
there has been one in each Senate election) and
2. The override of power groups over minorities.
For example, if the Women's Liberation group
on this campus wanted to have one of their members as a Senator, they would first get her on the
ballot and second, have each of the sisters give
all of their votes to this woman. If there are 100
women in the group and each woman had 12 votes,
then their candidates could receive a minimum of
1,200 votes. Now, if the PRINT wanted to get
three representatives into the Senate, they would
1. get their representatives on the ballot and 2.
tell their staff members to only vote for PRINT
reps. If there were 100 people on the PRINT
staff, and each person divided their vote equally,
then each rep. could only get a minimum of 400
votes. The advantages of cumulative voting should
be obvious. This motion was brought up repeatedly in the Senate Constitution Revision Committee
and David Rogers repeatedly warned us that he
would make the Senate reject it.
No. 6: The Student Senate spent $5,300.00
of your student fees last year in payroll. It is our
belief that the Student Senate was not worth it.
We brought a motion to the floor to elimate this
waste once before and it was strongly defeated.
The following is from the Student Senate minutes
of March 2, 1972:
(5) James Cunneen moved that the $10.00
fee paid per month to each Senator for his
service be deleted. Pat Szymczak seconded
the motion. Discussion followed. Cliff Wagner
felt that we all deserve the $10 per month for

the work we do. The issue of whether or not
other clubs and organizations would want to
get paid because the Student Senate members
were was brought up. But up to now none has
asked for money to pay its members because
we are getting paid . The amount of money
spent yearly for senators salaries is approximately $2,500, not including officers. Denise
Johnson felt that if we published a newsletter
stating what we are doing for our money, so to
speak. The members of the Student Fees and
Allocations Committee are also paid for their
services but only during the months when the
budgets for the following year are being reviewed. Dave Rogers called the question . The
motion was defeated. (F-5, Op.-17, Ab.-4) .
No. 7: In light of the article in the June 2nd
issue of the PRINT concerning the Football Club 's
expenditures in the last year, we think this resolution is self-explanitory.
No. 8: This motion refers to the waste we
are trying to stop as explained in motion No. 6.
No. 9: Self-explanitory.
No. 10: This motion deals with a long struggle
to get equal representation in the Student Senate.
It also represents the last fight we presented before the defeat of our "walk-out" motion. We believe it is not the right of the President to select
his friends for office, but up to the students. If
150 students voted a representative into 14th
place, then that student should receive priority
over someone that the President appoints. At the
present time a student who never even ran for
office could be selected by John Gaguhan to represent YOU .
No. 11: Seeing that the Football Club represents over half the makeup of the Student
Senate, coupled with the expenditures scandal, we
do not feel that the Senators currently working
on Fees and Allocations can be unbiased in their
voting of the budgets. Members of the Football
Club selected are: John Prezkota, Bill Bartnick,
Marlene Mitchell , Brian Kilmnick (Treasurer ·o f

the Senate). All these people have allegience to
the Football Club.
No. 12: After many unsuccessful attempts at
getting representatives from various areas on committees, we feel this is our only recourse. We are
tired of John Guaghan nominating ONLY HIS
FRIENDS to committees.
HOW THE VOTING WENT:
Those who signed the petition and their club
affiliation on campus:
Lorenzo Clemons (Black Caucus), James Cunneen (Legislative Liason), Denise Johnson, (Black
Caucus),Cathy Jones (PRINT), Danny Kolb (Swim
Team), Marty O'Gradney (Basketball Team), Edgard Rivera (Union for Puerto Rican Students),
Hector Luis Rosario (Union for Puerto Rican
Students).
Those who denied the motion and their affiliation on campus:
Raymond Edmaiston (Football Club Player),
John Gaughan (Football Club Player), Larry
Greenberg (Football Club Manager), Brian Kilmnick (Football Club Hopeful), Ambrose Panico
(Football Club Player), David Rogers (Football
Club President/Player), Caryn Spayer. (Phys. Ed.
Major), Mark Swenson (Football Club Player),
Tom Wisniewski (Football Club Player).
The following 2 Senators voted yes on the motion but "copped out" to the students in their
refusal to sign the document.
Daniel Determann, James Palmer.
Respectfu Ily,
Lorenzo Clemons,
James Cunneen
Denise,. Johnson
Catherine Jones
Daniel Kolb
Marty O'Gradney
Edgard Rivera
Hector Rosario
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STUDENTS RIGHTS PROPOSAL
Organization: The UNI Community shall consist of four (4) separate but equal
bod ies. These bodies are: The Students Rights Caucus, The Student Academic Council,
and the Student Fees and Allocations Council.

General Provisions: The General Provisions listed below are binding to the four
major bodies of the UNI Student Community.

Membership: The entire student body (graduate, undergraduate and part time)
consist of the membership. Every member has the right to voice any opinion they wish,
du ring sessions of such Caucus and Councils.
· Officers: Chairperson an d vice-pe rson and secretary will be elected by the voting
members of each co mmittee . The chairperson or vice-chairperson should recognize
speakers from t he floor and call for vote when needed after discussion has ended .
The chairperson shall also notify all members of all meetings. The Secreatry should
keep a running file of the minutes of the meetings, and have copies available to the
students. They should also inform the community of the events that transpired during
the meeting.
Election procedures: All election officials to preside over the elections of the voting members of such Caucus and Councils shall be appointed by the Commuter Center
Board of Managers. A stude nt may Cummulative vote if they wish. Runner must
presen t ballot with 25 signatures of students to election officials to be put on ballot.

Rules: No stipend shall be allocated to any student serving on any Caucus and
Council or for holding any office in the bodies.
Vacancies in the bodies shall be fille d by the next highest vote getter in the respective previous Student election.
All action taken by these bodies shall be binding to all members of the Student
Commu nity of UNI unless deemed otherwise by petition of 50% of the Student body.

STUD ENT'S RIGHTS CAUCUS
Purpose: To protect the rights of every student in the UNI Community. To discuss
and recommend action to the Student Affairs Council for injustices done to any
mem ber of the University Community. To be the vocal point for students to express
dissatisfac.tion towards the Administration F acuity or Staff and to take appropriate
action . To mediate any differences between any groups on campus. To take appropriate action when outside forces (i.e ., State Legislature, Board of Governors, Illinois
Board of Higher Education ... ) infringe on any persons rights to participate in higher
edu cation. To try to unite the Students into a viable Student Community.
Voting Membership : There will be 20 elected students to vote on issues that are
up for vote. 10 voting members will be elected yearly in the fall trimester and 10 voting members will be elected yearly in the winter trimester.
Every election shall be divided into the followin g catagories: 2 Black representatives, 2 Latin representatives, 2· Wome n at-large, and 4 at-large representatives.
Committees: Any inter-school committee made up solely of students should have
the right to choose their own membership. Any Faculty/Student or intra-school studen t committee members should be chosen by the simple majority vote of the Voting
Members of the Student Caucus. The Caucus should alert the student community of
vacan cies in committees when they arise so that any student interested in serving on
that committee can appear before the Caucus to apply to fill the vacancy.

Rules: The Caucus shall assemble at least twice monthly.

STUD ENT ACADEMIC COUNCIL
Purpose: To discuss and take appro priate action pertinent to the academic affairs
of the student community. To assist in decisions concerning curriculum.
Voting Membership: One representative per major to be elected by students of
that major yearly in the fa ll trimester. Any member of any major may run and every
person in that major may vote. Voting procedures will be handled in each department.
Rules : Student Academic Council shall convene at least once a month.

STUD ENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL
Purpose: To be the judiciary b,)ard in dealing with charges of any violation brought
to them by the Student Caucus. Shall develop policies related to co-curricular activities.
Voting Membership: Shall consist of 8 students and 4 faculty. The 8 students shall
be elected from the student body in the fall trimester, in concurrance with the elections of the Student Caucus.
Rules: The Studer, t Affairs Co uncil shall convene at least once a month.

FEES AND ALLOCATIONS COUNCIL
Purpose : To preside over the financial affairs of the Student Community.
Voting Membership: Shall consist of 8 students and 4 faculty. The 8 students to
be elected from the student body in the winter trimester in concurrance with the
elections of t he Student Caucus. No more than one person from any given club can
hold office on Fees and Allocations Council. During election any member can run but
only the highest vote getter can hold office. Vacancies shall be filled by the next
highest vote getter, provided there is no club conflict.
Rules: All budgets shall be open to any member of the Community upon request.

AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS
Amendments or additions shall be proposed by the respective organization and
then submitted to the student body for review and vote in the next general student
election . All amendments or additions must be approved by a majority of the Student
Community voting.

RATIFICATION
Upon petition of 20% of the Student Body, passage by 2/3 of the Student Community voting, this statement shall take effect.
Upon passage , the existing Student Government and Constitution shall cease in all
its provisions.

Submitted June 1972
by the Students Rights Caucus

Sl"udenl"s Righl"s
Caucus - Only
l"he Beginning
by Cathy Jones
The Students Rights Caucus
began on May 30th , 1972 when
8 Student Senators walked out
of Student Government. The 8
Senators - Lorenzo Clemons,
Jay Cunneen, Denise Johnson,
Danny Kolb, Marty O'Gradney,
Edgard Rivera, Hector Rosario
and myself - had presented list
of 12 demands concerning students rights, and the protection
of such at this meeting stating
that if the demands were not
passed by the Senate we would
cease to have any affiliation with
them.
The motion was defeatea and
we quit.
Although out of the government, we resolved to work twice
as hard to bring representation
back to all the students of the
UNI Community . With this in
mind we decided to get a name
(for identification purposes) and
to begin holding a series of open
meetings to get student feedback.
The first of these meetings
was held on June 3rd, and successive meetings were held this
week and will be planned during
the rest of th·e month. The Caucus has also prepared a rough

plan for a new form of student
government, called the "Organization and Statement of Rights
of the UNI Community", a copy
of which is in this issue. It is
hoped that all members of the
UNI Community will read this
document, think about its feasibility, its good points, bad
points, and come to the meetings prepared with questions or
problems concerning it. This is
the chance for all of the students
to help form the government
that they will be working under.
It is especially hoped that as
many students as possible will
have a hand in the formation of
the Bl LL OF RIGHTS . As you
will notice, we have not included even a rough draft of this
document. WE ARE WAITING
FOR YOUR RESPONSE WHAT DO YOU WANTTOSEE
IN THE BILL OF RIGHTS?
Any student wishing to help
the Caucus should contact Jay
Cunneen, or myself through the
PRINT (E-214), Lorenzo Clemons or Denise Johnson through
the Black Caucus (Portable East),
or Edgard Rivera or Hector Rosario through the Un ion for
Puerto Rican Students (Portable .
West) .

PRINT is a publication put out every two weeks by the students of Northeastern Illinois
The PRINT welcomes questions and comments from
faculty and students. Letters to the Editor should be
addressed to Forum. Rebuttals should be dated no later

University. Anyone wishing to work for the PRINT, or wanting to contact us with info should
visit our office in E-214 (above the North Dining Hall) or call us at ext. 270. The views
expressed on the recyclable paper do not necessarily reflect those of the administration.
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EDITOR •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Cathy Jones

limit their letters to 300 words. Due to limited space, the
PRINT reserves the right to edit, NOT CENSOR, letten,
and they will be tabled thus. Guest Editorials should be
under SOO words and delivered to the Editor. ALL copy
sent the the PRINT must be typed and signed by the
author. Names withheld by request. Unsigned articles will
not get published for reasons of liability. FREE CLASSIFIEDS are a service for the students of UNI and are not to
be used for free advertisement by business. Deadline for a
Friday issue is the preceeding Friday.

MANAGING EDITOR ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••.••••••.•.••• Barb Ulman
PHOTO EDITOR .•.•••••• .•••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••• ••• •••••• Alan Axelrod
BUSINESS MANAGER •..•••••••••••.•••.•• ; • . • . • • . • • • • • . • • . . • • . • •
Jim Palmer
SECRETARIAL ...•.••••• • •. • .• • • •••• ••••......•.• ·••.•.••••..•••• John Barnitz
ADVISOR •.•... • .•... •••• •..••••••••••. -; • ••• • .••.•.•..•.•••••••••• Ely Liebow
COLUMNISTS: Eugene Barnes and Debbie Washington~ujambo rafiki, Hector Rosaria and
Miguel Rios-masucamba, Dana Mentpn-music, Art Lange~tions, anji me elwain-artist,
Craig Brenner-trivial, Jane Green-equinox
STAFF: Paula Levy, Arlene Straus, Andrea Zlabis, Jules Beuck, Len lntrater, Frank Coppola,
Tim Coogan, Mary Pat Britton, Mike Kesselman, Frank Hazelwood, Bob Huffman, Paul
Froehlich, Lorin Kane, Macy Crawford, Sandra Tayler

